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Growing up in Northeastern Italy in one of the world’s most established  
wine regions, it is hardly surprising that Marco Piccoli’s interest in winemaking 
started at an early age. However, it wasn’t until his late teens that his true 
passion was fully realized. 

In 1995, after completing high school where he specialized in agriculture, 
Marco started work as a cellar hand at a local winery called Bidoli Vini. 
Recognized for his unbridled enthusiasm and keen desire to learn, he  
soon assumed more supervisory roles, including winery assistant. In 1999, 
Marco accepted a one-year management position at another local winery  
called Dall Azienda Agricota Collis Anna in Il Nappo, where his responsibilities 
broadened to include cellar management and those of assistant winemaker. 
After working on the 2000 vintage, Marco was convinced that he should  
pursue formal studies in winemaking. 

For the next four years, he satisfied his thirst for knowledge with a joint  
masters degree in grape growing and winemaking from the University of  
Udinein Italy and the University of Applied Science in Wiesbaden-Geisenheim, 
Germany. Working in Germany’s Rheingau wine region was a life changing 
experience for Marco, and it was here that he gained hands-on experience  
in cool climate viticulture. Prior to beginning his master’s studies in Germany, 
Marco jumped at the opportunity to come to Canada when a new partnership 
between the University of Udine and the Cool Climate Oenology and 
Viticulture Institute at Brock University was announced. Keen to learn  
more about new world winemaking, and the unique terroir of the Niagara 
Peninsula, Marco set his sights on returning to Canada to pursue a career  
as a winemaker. 



“Wine is alive, and expresses  
its unique vigour from the vine  
right through to our palate”

In 2004, Marco accepted an internship at the Inniskillin Niagara Estate  
Winery and was then offered the position of assistant winemaker at the 
Constellation Brands production facility. While there, he heard about  
the winemaker opportunity at Jackson-Triggs Niagara Estate Winery  
and eagerly applied. Marco joined the Jackson-Triggs team in              
September 2005. In 2017, Marco was promoted to Senior Winemaker 
overseeing operations for Jackson-Triggs Ontario, while continuing to craft 
Arterra Fine Wines. 

Having worked on a number of vintages over the past ten years in Italy, 
Germany and Argentina, Marco’s experience in both the Northern and 
Southern hemispheres has provided him with enviable knowledge and skills  
that he now brings to his work at Arterra Wines Canada. 

“Wine is alive, and expresses its unique vigour from the vine right  
through to our palate,” he says, “and I enjoy infusing each grape with  
part of my own personality.”

According to Toronto Life magazine, “When he makes a wine,  
he considers not just whether it conforms to a textbook standard,  
but who might be drinking it, where, why and when. This balanced  
view is translating into some of the liveliest wines that Niagara  
has ever produced.” 

In Fall of 2013, Marco was pleased to be on hand in London,  
UK to receive the IWSC Top Canadian Producer Award.

- Marco Piccoli


